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CONEIDENTIAL MANAGUA 3923 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, NU 

SUBJECT: ESLN ATTACK: UPDATE 

REF: MANAGUA 3919 

1. FOLLOWING IS BEST INFORMATION AVAILABLE TO EMBASSY AS OE 
9:30 A.M. AUGUST 23 BASED UPON VARIOUS REPORTS OBTAINED BY 
MISSION PERSONNEL. 

2. NUMBER OE PERSONS HELD AND/OR TRAPPED IN PALACE IS 

EROM 800 TO 1000, OE WHICH APPROXIMATELY 40 ARE PARLIAMENTARIANS. 
DURING LAST NIGHT SOME 100 TO 200 PEOPLE ESCAPED, SOME THROUGH 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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AN AIR CONDITIONER HOLE IN WALL WHILE OTHERS SIMPLY WALKED 
OUT WAVING WHITE HANDKERCHIEFS AND PROCEEDED WITHOUT HARM 
TO INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL EROM WHERE THEY CALL THEIR 
RELATIVES. INCLUDED IN THE LATTER GROUP WAS ONE US 
CITIZEN, MR. ATTILA TOROK, EMPLOYED BY A LOCAL EIRM. 

3. GON AUTHORITIES HAVE CLOSED MANAGUA AIRPORT, 
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PRESUMABLY IN PREPARATION EOR POSSIBLE DEPARTURE OE 
ESLN ATTACKERS, POLITICAL PRISONERS AND SOME HOSTAGES. 
ACCORDING TO OUR REPORTS GON IS PREPARING A C-47 EOR 
POSSIBLE TAKEOEF. 

4. LATEST FIGURE ON DEATHS ARE FROM 10 TO 12 WITH 
FOUR BODIES HAVING BEEN REMOVED LAST NIGHT. NONE OE 
THE DEAD WERE KNOWN PERSONALITIES. THEY INCLUDED 
PERSONAL BODYGUARDS OE SOME OE THE PARLIAMENTARIANS 
AS WELL AS GUARDIA NACIONAL OEFICERS AND ENLISTED MEN. 

WE HAVE NO REPORTS OP ANY FSLN DEATHS. 

5. SOME OP THOSE THAT ESCAPED LAST NIGHT HAVE CLAIMED 
THAT "OTHER NATIONALITIES" ARE INCLUDED IN THE ESLN 
ATTACK GROUP. WE DO NOT KNOW AS YET WHICH ESLN PACTION IS 
INVOLVED. 

6. NICARAGUAN RADIO STATIONS ARE ON "NATIONAL 
BROADCASTING", WHICH MEANS THEY ARE ALL BROADCASTING 
THE GON NATIONAL STATION. THE ONLY NEWS COMING 

OVER ALL STATIONS THIS MORNING HAS BEEN THE GON 
ANNOUNCEMENT OP THE TERRORIST DEMANDS AND GON RESPONSE 
REQUESTING 24-HOUR EXTENSION. WE JUST GOT REPORT THAT GON 
HAS CLOSED BORDERS WITH COSTA RICA AND HONDURAS. 

SOLAUN 

CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LEGISLATORS, TERRORISTS, HOSTAGES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 23 aug 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MANAGU03923 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780345-0108 

Format: TEL 
From: MANAGUA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780833/aaaabbmr.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 7ecc305d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MANAGUA 3919 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 14jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1649647 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FSLN ATTACK: UPDATE 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, NU, FSLN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/7ecc305d-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



